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appeal, be effective unless all complied with the sugges- chapter
tion of abolition, and the dissent oi Quebec would XL
again ruin the effect of action elsewhere. In the Com-
monwealth a like difficulty presents itself outside the
constitutional sphere reserved to the High Court by
the constitution, and in that case the matter is even
more unfavourable to abolition, since the States have
not so far been accorded the power to abolish the doc-
trine of repugnancy by repealing the Colonial Laws
Validity Act in its application to them. In the case of
Ireland the matter is far more simple from the legal
point of view, and it is obvious that it would be far
more useful for the minority if the place of the present
appeal could be taken by an agreement by the State
to arbitrate before an Inter-Imperial Tribunal any
grievance of that minority which the British Govern-
ment should think sufficiently important as to justify
the suggestion that a breach of the treaty of 1921 was
involved.
(6) The prerogative of mercy at one time formed the
subject of considerable friction between the British
and colonial Governments. But it was soon realised
that, if the theory of responsible government were not
to be rendered untenable, it must be admitted that a
local ministry was the proper authority to control the
prerogative. In the case of Canada the contest was
carried on by Mr. Blake, who succeeded in persuading
the Colonial Secretary that it would suffice if the
Governor-General were required to exercise discretion,
after hearing ministerial advice, in any case in which
the grant of a pardon or reprieve might directly affect
the interests of the Empire or of any place outside
Canada. In 1888 the resignation of the Government of